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“Everybody needs a 
little escape [from] this 
terrible pandemic; they 
can only watch Netflix 
and the news so long,” 
author Joan Havelange 
told Grasslands News 
last week. “For me, read-
ing and writing is a good 
escape.” She is currently 
working on the fourth 
book in her mysteries se-
ries, Mabel and Violet’s 
Excellent Adventures.

Havelange now lives 
in Russell, Man., but she 
spent much of her life in 
small-town Saskatche-
wan, including Corning, 
Windthorst, and Wol-
seley. She also lived in 

Lynn Lake, Man., for over 
20 years working at the 
mining office while she 
and her husband raised 
their three children. The 
remoteness of the min-
ing community led her 
to begin writing. “I tried 
to write romance but I 
found I wasn’t romantic – 
I was more interested in 
murders,” she recalled.

Watching an Agatha 
Christie movie inspired 
her to create a Saskatch-
ewan counterpart to Miss 
Marple. She named the 
character Mabel Havelock 
and set her in a fictional 
town called Glenhaven. 
Since then Havelange has 
drawn from her personal 
experiences in Saskatch-
ewan and her travels 
abroad to pen a series of 
humorous “whodunit” 
novels. 

The idea for her first 
story came while Have-
lange was on the golf 
course. “I was out golfing 
and I thought, ‘What if 
your wayward shot, your 
golf ball, went off and hit 
somebody in the middle of 
the forehead?’ Then I just 

jumped ahead, ‘What if it 
landed in the middle of a 
dead man’s forehead?’” 
Havelange explained. 

She drafted the book, 
Wayward Shot, on her 
iPad and sent it to a Ca-
nadian publisher who 
responded that the story 
was good but needed a 
better format. Havelange 
purchased a laptop and 
enrolled in an online 
English course. After re-
vamping the manuscript, 
she sent it back to the 
publisher who offered her 
a contract and the book 
was printed in 2019. 

In January 2020, the 
second book was pub-
lished. “Death and De-
nial was a nod to Agatha 
Christie and takes place 
in Egypt,” Havelange 
said. “Mabel and Violet 
are trapped on a boat 
cruise on the Nile with a 
dead body and a boatload 
of suspects.” She said it 
was more challenging to 
write since she needed 
to work on character de-
velopment for the protag-
onist. She also wanted 
readers to envision the 

sights she had witnessed 
during a tour of Egypt 
without the book appear-
ing simply as a travel log. 

In The Trouble with
Funerals, which was
published in December, 
Mabel investigates the 
suspicious deaths of her
mother’s neighbors at 
the seniors’ condo in
Glenhaven. The fourth
book, The Suspects, will
be released in Novem-
ber and is set in Russia 
where Mabel is suspected 
of murder. “I’m actually 
quite enjoying writing 
this because with COVID
raging outside, I turn on 
my laptop and all of a
sudden I’m with my pro-
tagonist taking a train 
from St. Petersburg to 
Moscow,” Havelange ob-
served. 

Havelange said she has 
ideas for two more books 
in the series. One will be 
called Murder, Exit Stage 
Right, and will draw 
from her years directing
the theatre group called 
Wolseley Thespians. “I
find writing a little bit 
like directing, except all 
my characters show up
on time and know their 
lines,” she said with a 
laugh, “but they don’t 
always do what I think 
they’re going to do, there 
is some kind of sur-
prises.” A final story idea 
will be based on the ques-
tion, “What if somebody
had died under suspi-
cious circumstances and
they were selling their 
stuff at a garage sale?”

Havelange’s books are
available in paperback
and eBook formats from
a variety of retailers, in-
cluding Indigo, Barnes &
Noble, Amazon and Ra-
kuten Kobo. 
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Sask. Aboriginal Peoples virtual beading workshop
Saskatchewan Aboriginal Storytelling Month

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Sharing stories from one generation 
to the next is a key element of First 
Nations cultures. To honor this tradi-
tion, February has become known as 
Saskatchewan Aboriginal Storytelling 
Month.

Schools and public libraries usually 
celebrate by hosting special events. For 
example, in 2020, a young Cree poet 
named Joshua Jordan G.H. gave pre-
sentations at schools in Grenfell, Broad-
view, and Whitewood. In previous years, 
elders from Cowessess or other nearby 
First Nations shared their knowledge 
during school assemblies or sessions at 
local libraries.

Because of current health orders re-
stricting public gatherings, Southeast 
Regional Library has chosen an alter-
native format for its program this year. 
The library has partnered with Library 
Services for Saskatchewan Aboriginal 
Peoples to offer a virtual beading work-
shop throughout the month of February. 
Grants and sponsorships from several 
other organizations in the province 
made the program possible. 

During the online workshop, librar-
ian Tawney Johnson demonstrates how 
to bead a pair of hoop earrings. She 
shares techniques and tips about the 

process, and explains the significance of 
the beads’ colors. 

Johnson is a Cree woman from Lac 
La Ronge Indian Band. She was adopted 
by a non-indigenous family from Saska-
toon during the Sixties Scoop but was 
reunited with her biological family in 
her 20s. She has a background in com-
munications and currently works as a 
librarian in Lampman, where she lives 
with her husband and two children.

As an adult, Johnson sought to learn 
more about her Cree culture. She is a 
self-taught beader who began making 
beaded bookmarks a few years ago. 
Since then she has made beaded ear-
rings, poppies, an Orange Shirt Day pin, 
and a medallion. She is currently bead-
ing a red dress for the MMIW Aware-
ness Day in May.

“Beading itself is a form of artwork; 

we used to use natural items like bone, 
shells, and willow beads that grow on 
trees,” Johnson explains during the 
virtual workshop. “Once contact [with 
Europeans] happened, glass beads were 
available and they were widely popular
and very good for trading, so a lot of the 
artwork turned to beading on the natu-
ral hide material.” She noted that bead-
ing continues to be a popular art form 
and is a means to recognize aboriginal
history. 

The hoop earrings featured in the 
library workshop incorporate the four
colors of the traditional Medicine Wheel: 
white, yellow, black, and red. Each color
corresponds to a quadrant of the wheel
and represents various elements of Cree 
teaching and medicine. Johnson learned 
the importance of the wheel when she 
participated in Ojibway ceremonies
while working in Winnipeg. “The wheel 
is a very useful resource in how to live a
good life,” she said in an email to Grass-
lands News. “The four quadrants repre-
sent a great deal of significant ways in
which to fulfill this good life.” 

The beading video series can be
viewed anytime on the Southeast Re-
gional Library YouTube channel. Take-
and-make kits are available from 40
library branches in the region and the 
kits include all the supplies necessary
for making the earrings in the video.

Learning online
In honour of Saskatchewan Aborig-
inal Storytelling Month, Southeast 
Regional Library created an online 
beading workshop hosted by Tawney 
Johnson. 

Enjoy reading a good mystery

Mystery book writer
Joan Havelange, formerly of Wolseley, will release 
the fourth book The Suspects, in her mystery se-
ries later this year.


